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1 « Farfallina » (small butterfly) is an Italian 
colloquail expression which points out the 
female genital organs, often used by the 
children or in the speechs to the children. 
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2 For a diachronic view of the relations between the medical 
thought and the social practices of the water, we refer to the 
works of J.P. Goubert (1986), Maneglier (1994), Cosamcini 
(1987) and Vigarello (1985). 
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3 The researches of the culturalist school, made between 
1930 and 1940, have, for a great part, contributed to convey 
the idea of a clear distinction between 
indigeous/supernatural diseases (that we can only 
understand through a local etiology and treat by symbolic 
and ritual therapies) and natural illnesses (for which we give 
an organic and scientific explanation. This opposition too 
clear has been then qualified by successive researches 
(Loux, 1979 ; Seppilli, 1983 : 3-7 ; Lupo, 1999 and Pizza, 
2005) which have allowed to reconsider the opposition 
between traditional medicine and modern medicine through 
other issues of an epidemiological nature (Menéndez, 1981 
and 1990), social, political and structural natures (Pouchelle, 
2007). 
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